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MINING AMENDMENT BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 12 May. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.57 pm]: I do not have much time to go, so it 
is probably not a great opportunity to get into the nitty-gritty of the Mining Amendment Bill 2021, which is a very 
important bill that the opposition will support. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum is not here, but I do not think 
that the next two minutes of the contribution is going to be much beyond indicating our level of support. As an 
indication of why this bill is so important, I guess we only need to look at some of the reports in the sector about 
a backlog of approvals because of our very strong sector, the mining industry, and a very strong demand at the 
moment. I am looking at a report in The West Australian from Friday last week. It is headed “Booming WA mining 
sector causes permitting backlog”, and it goes on to describe how the sector wants more to be done by the government 
to cut back on some of the backlog of permits and approvals it is facing. That has been brought about by a very 
strong sector of many, many different industries coming to Western Australia now that new minerals are being 
discovered. Of course, more and more exploration is going on, and all these activities need to be approved under the 
fairly strict regime of approvals that exists at the moment, which is one of the reasons why the industry itself would 
like to see some streamlining of the approval system and to see it happen rather quickly. 
I note that last Friday the government made a response plan to bring mining approvals back on track. This media 
release from Hon Bill Johnston states — 

• Significant increase in applications for Programme of Work and Mining Proposals 
• Approvals Response Plan will prioritise assessment of mining applications 
• Low risk Mine Closure Plans will be deferred for 12 months 

These measures are supported by this side of the house. There needs to be a concerted effort to ensure that industry 
is not held back for an unnecessarily long period of time waiting for approvals to take place because we would 
like to see some of these exciting projects get off the ground. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 2849.] 
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